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SHIPD 
Sharing eHealth Intellectual Property for Development 

 

 

Vision 

Health systems are strengthened and health is improved in low and 
middle income countries by providing access to appropriate products and 
services protected by eHealth Intellectual Property Rights, through 
WHO. 
 

Mission 

To provide free access to selected eHealth products and services, as 
appropriate, to developing country institutions. 

 

Rationale 

Developments in information and communication technologies (ICT) 
have ushered in an era of profound opportunity and potential for world-
wide advancement in public health and clinical care. As a result, eHealth 
today constitutes a third major industrial pillar on which the health 
sector is built. eHealth  is also one of five strategic directions of WHO's 
knowledge management strategy. WHO has carried out a number of key 
actions at policy level, aimed at bringing the power of ICT to bear 
positively on health challenges at national, regional and global levels. 
These include: 

• Development of an Organization-wide eHealth strategy;  

• Passing of a resolution on eHealth by the World Health Assembly 
(the highest organ of WHO) in May 2005;  

• Endorsement of a set or priority action areas by WHO Executive 
Board in January 2006.  

 

Unfortunately, certain countries are unable to take advantage of eHealth 
developments because they do not have access to these proprietary 
products and services. A number of organizations are however willing to 
donate or share the intellectual property (IP) rights to their eHealth 
products and services to WHO, in an effort to make these products and 
services available, as appropriate, to all peoples of the world.  
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Objectives 

The objective of this initiative is to strengthen health systems and 
improve health in countries through the adaptation and deployment of 
the donated/shared IP for eHealth products and services. The project 
will:  

• Adapt eHealth resources to the local context in each 
country/region 

• Build capacity in countries to use technology resources; 

• Deploy resources in countries around the world; 

• Strengthen WHO capacity to deliver the program. 
 

Partners 

The vision will be achieved through a partnership with organizations 
allowing access to their eHealth intellectual property. The following 
organizations have already engaged in this initiative:  

• Connecting for Health and the National Health IT programme of the National 
Health Service (UK) 

• Medic-to-Medic (Informa) 

• MEDoctor Inc. 

 
Discussion is under way with other partners from government, industry 
and academia. 
 

Products 

A number of products and services are being prepared so they become 
available through a WHO administered portal to low and middle 
income countries. These include, amongst others in the piipeline:  

• Map of Medicine (an IT tool for quick access, at the point of care, 
to the most appropriate clinical information on evidence-based 
best practices for conditions in all the major areas of medicine). 

• MEDoctor system (a comprehensive computer-assisted 
diagnostic decision support system which cross-references 
symptoms to disease diagnostic categories, providing 
instantaneous differential diagnoses).  

 

 

 

 

 

contact:  
Dr Yunkap Kwankam (kwankamy@who.int) 
eHealth Coordinator 
http://www.who.int/kms/about/units/en/index1.html 


